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Objective: Demonstrate your understanding of the characteristics of dystopian worlds by 

writing a four-paragraph point-by-point comparison essay which incorporates multiple 

sources and specific evidence to defend your thesis.  

 

Required Sources:   

 a)  Must use Anthem and “Harrison Bergeron.”  

 

One:    Brainstorm possible topics of comparison from the dystopian power point, from 

our discussions, and from your notes.  Fill in your Point-by-Point Chart. 

   

 

Two:  Use your chart to brainstorm your paper.  Choose your best three horizontal items 

which will give you the best text evidence and the best argument for the similarities as 

dystopian works.  

 

Three: Use the outline to plan your organization.   

 

Four:  Write a rough draft complete with strong thesis, a map, transitions, setting 

context, embedding text with attribution, and analysis.  

 

Five:  Reread, edit, and revise using your Writing Expectations paper.   

 

Six:  Type the final paper in MLA format in publishable quality. Include a Works Cited 

page in correct format. 

 

Required Elements:  

 

Your paper must include the following: 

 

a) An opener which defines the purpose of the dystopian genre in your 

own words. 

b) A thesis statement establishing the characteristics you choose to focus 

on and the two pieces you are using to defend your claim. 

c) Three point-by-point comparison body paragraphs, each one 

addressing a similarity between the two pieces. 

d) A conclusion that addresses the intent or purpose of the characteristic 

of dystopian works- why are they popular.  Think about universals-

themes.  How does what you are writing about address social criticism 

of human beings or society. 
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SAMPLES to get you started. 

 

   Example of Thesis Statement  with a map will come at the end of the intro par. 

 

The prevention of intimacy between couples and the annihilation of the family unit 

in Ayn Rand’s novella Anthem and Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World suggest that a 

world which tries to establish conformity by stripping people of their emotions is a 

frightening prospect for the future.  

 

 

   Example of transition sentence (1st sent.)  for body par. 1 which supports the thesis. 

 

 Although Anthem is set in the primitive future and Huxley’s “brave” new 

world is technologically advanced, each of these works portrays a world which is 

devoid of the natural and intimate creation of life. 

 

 

   Example of transition sentence (1st sent.)  for body par. 2 which supports the thesis. 

 

 In addition to creation being nothing more than a means to advance the 

government’s agenda, control in dystopian societies is also wielded through the 

prohibition of a family unit. 

 

 

   Example of the first sentence of a concluding paragraph which will NOT simply 

restate  the thesis.  

 

 Often, the appeal of dystopian fiction is its unapologetic attacks on cherished 

institutions that we take for granted.  These two works … 

 


